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Oakwood Avenue 
Project on Schedule (p2)

HACO Youth Scholarship 
Recipients: Where Are 
They Now?  (p7)

The Housing Authority of the City of Orange (HACO), along with 
Orange officials, hosted a public workshop on February 10 at 
the Walter G. Alexander Village to discuss proposed changes 
to the Central Orange Redevelopment Plan (CORP). 

The project would include 22 tax blocks surrounding the Tony 
Galento Plaza, Orange Memorial Hospital, Orange Train Station, 
Walter G. Alexander Village, and Lincoln Avenue Elementary 
School. 

HACO Commissioners, members of the City Council and urban 
planners answered questions and gathered feedback from the 
public. Most of the residents agreed that more housing, parking 
and open space were vital necessities. 

“I was glad that I was able to participate in the workshop,” 
said Theresa John, a tenant of the Walter G. Alexander Village. 
“There’s no better group of individuals to seek recommendations 
for this city than the residents themselves.” 

Another public workshop is to be held in April. A date has yet 
to be finalized.

HACO Holds Community Forum to Improve 
Neighborhoods

Greetings from the 
Chairman (p6)

Message from the 
Executive Director (p6)

Tenants Participate in 
Fire Safety Program (p2)

HACO honors Black 
History Month (p4)
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orange resident works with an urban planner to help

identify assets and challenges in the community.
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As the City of Orange moves into spring, 
there’s much excitement about the Oakwood 
Avenue Redevelopment Project. After a year 
of construction, the seven-unit complex is on 
schedule for an anticipated April grand opening. 
HACO aims to nurture the sense of community 
pride and positive change by redeveloping old, 
blighted properties in the East Ward. 

HACO would like to thank the City of Orange for 
its continued support. 

Oakwood Avenue Redevelopment Plan on Schedule 

New Fire Director Talks Fire Safety with Washington Manor Seniors

Newly appointed acting Fire Director Kenneth Douglas 
and Captain Al Spearman visited the Washington 
Manor senior housing facility to educate residents 
about how to prevent fires.

Appointed by Orange Mayor Dwayne Warren, Douglas 
comes to Orange with nearly 20 years of experience 
as a veteran of the Newark Fire Department. 

“Being a longtime veteran of the fire service, I find the 
City of Orange to be an inspiring community that is 
on its way to becoming a model city in the County of 
Essex,” Douglas said. “My obligation as the new Acting 

Progress of the oakwood Avenue Redevelopment 
Project in recent months

(cont. on p3)
Fire Director Kenneth Douglas (left) and captain Al 

Spearman (right) visits seniors at the Washington Manor
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New Fire Director Talks Fire Safety (cont.)

HACO welcomes its newest board member, Tracey Latta. Latta 
was appointed by Orange’s North Ward councilwoman, Tency 
Eason, and was sworn in on November 17. 

Latta has been a resident of Orange for 20 years. Recently, she 
was appointed to the city’s Citizen Budget Advisory Committee, 
where she looks forward to serving with other Orange resident 
appointees. 

Latta has labored for more than 20 years mentoring, educating, 
empowering and advocating for seniors and families in the 
community. In 2011, she volunteered in the Newark 50 Project, a 

local effort aimed to house the most vulnerable population in the City of Newark. 

“As one of the newest members on the board, I look forward to serving with everyone as a unit. 
We all share a common interest in providing the residents in the community with the highest level 
of quality care,” Commissioner Latta said. 

“I’m impressed with what I’ve observed so far from staff and all members of the Orange Housing 
Authority as they serve the residents with commitment, compassion and genuine Orange 
pride,” she said. “I am committed to the Housing Authority’s mission to changing the face of the 
community one block at a time.” 

Latta is a certified social worker. She is also the president & CEO of Community Advocate 
Development Corporation, Inc. 

Director is to further promote a strong bond with 
the community through the development of fire 
preventative strategies and to increase overall 
fire safety.”

The fire program is part of a series of educational 
forums HACO is offering this year to its residents.

The Orange Fire Department plans to schedule 
a fire drill procedure this spring for residents of 
the housing authority. 

Meet Commissioner Tracey Latta

Washington Manor residents 
participate in Fire Program.
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To mark Black History Month, HACO hosted a “Senior Day at 
the Movies” to see the critically acclaimed film “Selma,” a 
reenactment of the 1965 Selma-to-Montgomery voting rights 
march. 

Seniors at HACO were able to participate in the movie day at 
no cost. Transportation was provided by the City of Orange to a 
movie theater in Newark. 

Senior Day at the Movies

Senior Day At The 

MOVIES

ORANGE
Housing Authority

ORANGE
Housing Authority

The ORANGE HOUSING AUTHORITY presents...

Wednesday
February 4 at 11:45

CityPlex 12
360-394 Springfield Ave

Newark, NJ 07103

All seniors 
attending 

will receive a 
complimentary 

movie ticket, 
popcorn box

& soda
pick up will be at 10:30 a.m.

Orange Housing Authority

340 Thomas Boulevard

Orange, New Jersey 07050

Transportation provided by

the City of Orange

HACO Celebrates
Black History Month

After a successful “Senior Day at the Movies,” HACO 
continued its celebration of Black History Month 
with a performance featuring the Lincoln Avenue 
Elementary School Dance Ensemble. 

A group of seventh graders performed for dozens of 
seniors at the Washington Manor housing complex. 
The enthusiastic group of young girls danced to 
a short version of “He 
Lives in You,” a song 
written and performed 
by Lebo M. and his 
South African Choir. 

Lincoln Avenue Elementary School Dance Ensemble Performs for Seniors

Lincoln  Avenue Elementary 
School Dance Team, Mayor 

Dwayne Warren, Michelle 
Rosllen from orange Public 

Schools, Dr. Walter McNeil, Jr., 
HAco executive director.
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Orange Schools Superintendent Ronald Lee visited 
Washington Manor to talk about how the seniors have 
paved the way for many African Americans to succeed. 
Lee said he would not have risen to the top of a major 
urban school system if it were not for the sacrifices of 
those who paved the way.

His words directly called to the elders in the room, asking 
for their help in inspiring the youth. 

“The younger generation never had to struggle, so they 
don’t understand the fight you’ve endured so you can 
sit here today,” he said. “It’s because of you that people 
like Dr. Walter McNeil Jr. and I can stand before you as 
leaders in our community -- and for that I thank you.” He 
concluded by inviting the seniors to visit the schools so 
they could participate in storytelling with the students. 

All February, special guests visited HACO to participate 
in its series of Black History Month events. Guest speakers included Orange Mayor Dwayne 
Warren, HACO Chairman Coram Rimes, and HACO Commissioners Ernest Williams, Betty McLeod 
and Clifford Ross.

orange Schools Superintendent 
Robert Lee visits Washington Manor 

residents during Black History Month

commisioner Ernest Williams and 
cephus Ward, HUD’s Public Housing 

Revitilization Director, commemorate 
Black History Month.

HACO also hosted Cephas Ward, Director of HUD’s Public Housing 
Revitalization, who spoke of how courage can make a difference.

“When I visit the new Walter G. Alexander Village and think back 
to the old Walter G. Alexander Housing Complex and the Father 
Rossi building, I see someone who had the courage to make a 
difference,” Ward said. “We can’t be discouraged about what 
doesn’t look or feel right. It takes a commitment of an entire 
community to have the courage to make a difference in Orange.”

City School Leader Featured at Black History Month Celebration

HACO Celebrates the Courage to Make a Difference

Representatives of NJ Public Housing Authorities, 
Maria Maio, NJ HUD Director, oHA chairman coram 

Rimes and oHA commissioner Joseph Juliano

March 15-18

NAHRO Legislative 
Conference in 
Washington

March 25

Youth Scholarship 
applications become 
available at  
www.haconj.org

April 22

HACO hosts Earth 
Day Program at 
Washington Manor
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By Coram J. Rimes, Jr.

We all have been challenged by the long, snowy and cold 
weather during the winter months. It goes without saying that we 
all are eagerly waiting for the upcoming spring season for warmer 
weather.  The OHA Executive Director, the Staff members and the 
Board Members have continued to ensure that there are enriching 
programs for all the residents. This was evident by the Christmas 
program, the Dance Program and Black History Event.

We are in the process of planning a celebration for the 75th 
anniversary of the Housing Authority.  We enjoy serving the OHA 
residents and we want to ensure that they are comfortable in their 
living environment.  As chairman of the Orange Housing Authority, I welcome your comments 
and suggestions in helping us improve our neighborhoods.

By Walter D. McNeil, Jr., Ph.D.

It has been a busy 2015, nothing short of exciting for the Orange 
Housing Authority. Recently, HACO received authorization to continue 
with the development of Walter G. Alexander housing complex, a new 
affordable housing complex for seniors and neighborhood families. 

February also marked the 100th Anniversary of Black History Month. This 
year’s theme was “The Courage to Make a Difference,” in honor of the 
many contributions of African Americans in U.S. history. Collectively, 
our community celebrated the influences of Black leaders and the 
impact they’ve had in the lives of so many young people in Orange. 

As we look ahead this year, we are eager to celebrate and mark 
new initiatives to improve the world around us. We are thrilled with the 
convenience store that we have opened for the residents at Washington 
Manor, as well as the community garden we hope to grow this spring.  

We are also proud of many new partnerships, such as with the Orange public schools, as well as local 
nonprofit groups. We have a strong voice in discussions about Orange redevelopment plans, as this 
community comes together to determine our best path forward.  

On behalf of the Orange Housing Authority, I thank you for giving us the courage and encouragement 
we need to help change the lives of others. 

Message from the OHA Chairman

A Message from the Executive Director
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Just four years ago, Dasia Stewart, like many high school seniors throughout the country, worried
about two major issues: getting admitted to her school of choice and paying the hefty college 
tab. Realizing that federal student aid was not enough, Dasia felt overwhelmed. 

Susan Moore, HACO’s Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) Coordinator, introduced the Orange 
Housing Authority’s Scholarship Program to Malinda Cruz, Dasia’s mother. Excelling above and 
beyond the program’s criteria, Dasia is now a recipient of the 2011 and 2013 Youth Scholarship 
Program. With the aid of the Orange Housing Authority, Dasia’s dreams of a college education 
has been realized.

Dasia has recently accepted a 
position as a public relations intern 
for the Orange Housing Authority. Her 
plans include participating in Teach 
for America, an organization that 
hires high-achieving recent college 
graduates to teach children in inner-
city schools. 

The Youth Scholarship Application 
becomes available on March 25. 
For more information, please visit  
www.haconj.org or call 973-677-4557.

HACO Youth Scholarship Recipients: Where Are They Now? 

HACO Welcomes Two New Tenant Interviewers 

The Orange Housing Authority is excited to announce two new additions to our dynamic team, 
Inda Vasquez and Latisha Singley. They will help coordinate admissions and help ensure all 
requirements are met by all tenants.

Inda previously worked at Home First in Plainfield as an Emergency Assistance Coordinator and 
has seven years of experience as a Senior Tenant Interviewer at the Plainfield Housing Authority. 

Latisha is the Tenant Interviewer for the Housing Authority’s Section 8 department. Latisha has 
seven years of experience as a Loan Officer at Bank of America.

Dasia Stewart accepting her reward at the third-annual Youth Scholarship 
Golf Tournament (Left: HAco chairman coram Rimes, oHDc chairman 

Avram White, Dr. Walter McNeil, Jr., and HAco commissioner Ernest Williams) 

HACO thanks sponsor McManimon, Scotland, Baumann for 
supporting the 2014 Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament.

For sponsorship opportunities, please call Phyllis Greer 
at 973-677-4557.


