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On April 23, 2013, the 
Orange Housing Authority 
Board announces that it has 
elected Commissioner Coram 
Rimes as the Chairman of the 
Housing Authority Board.  
  
Commissioner Rimes was 
appointed to the Orange 
Housing Authority Board on 
October, 2008. During his 
tenure, Rimes served as the 
Board’s Parliamentarian and 
on the Finance Committee.   
Rimes, is a longtime resident 
of Orange, former City 
Council Member and City 
Council President.   In 
addition he served on the 
Orange City Council as 
Council Member-At-Large, 
Council Vice President, 
Budget Chair, and Liaison to 

the Orange Police 
Department.  Commissioner 
Rimes also served as a board 
member of the City of Orange 
Planning Board from 1997 to 
2000.  
 
Coram has a Master Degree 
from Polytechnic University 
in Information Management 
and Master in Public 
Administration from Rutgers 
University. In addition, 
Commissioner Rimes is one 
of two Commissioners in the 
State of New Jersey with a 
national certification from 
National Association for 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Officers (NAHRO). Recently, 
Commissioner Rimes earned 
a Platinum Leadership 
Award with the National 
League of Cities to become 
the first and only elected or 
appointed official within the 
State of New Jersey to obtain 
this prestigious honor.  I look 
forward to continue serving 
the Orange Housing 
Authority Board with 
increased knowledge to 
make better decisions with 
sound judgment.   
Rimes will replace 
Commissioner Clifford Ross, 

who served as Chairman of 
the Board since 2008.  Under 
his leadership, more than 
$30 million of quality new 
redevelopment has occurred 
in the city.  Commissioner 
Ross’ dedication and vision 
has propelled the community 
as a whole.  
 
“We are fortunate to have 
Commissioner Ross remain 
on the board and equally 
fortunate to have 
Commissioner Rimes as 
Chairman. We look forward 
to continued success under 
Commissioner Rimes’ 
leadership,” said Orange 
Housing Authority, Executive 
Director, Walter McNeil, Jr., 
Ph.D. 
 
Ross will remain on the 
board as Parliamentarian 
and looks forward to his new 
role and continued progress 
in the city of Orange.  
“Together we have helped 
transform affordable housing 
in the city of Orange thereby 
creating a better place to live, 
visit and work in.” said 
Commissioner Ross. 

 

 
 

 
OHA Board of Commissioners 

Coram J. Rimes, Chairman | Ernest C. Williams, Vice Chairman | Evelyn J. Hudson-Dorrah, Treasurer | Clifford R. Ross, 
Parliamentarian | Dr. Joseph M. Juliano | David A. Rossi | Lillie M. Davis | Walter D. McNeil Jr., Ph.D, Executive Director | Ernest R. 
Booker, General Counsel 
 

OHDC Board of Commissioners 
Avram D. White, Chairman | David A. Rossi, Vice Chairman | Clifford R. Ross, Treasurer | Samuel T. Allen | Chris C. Carless | Carol 
Flippen | Coram J. Rimes | Walter D. McNeil Jr., Ph.D, President | Glenn F. Scotland, General Counsel 
 

OHA Staff 
Dr. Walter D. McNeil, Jr., Executive Director | Joanne Kureshepi, Administrative Secretary | Maureen Majette-Archie, Accounting 
Assistant | JoAnn Graham, Senior Account Clerk | Marianna DeVincentis, Program Director, Housing Assistance | Peggy Ann 
Wade, Section 8 Manager | Marycelis Diaz, Tenant Interviewer Bilingual/Sp/Eng | Jessica Almonte, Tenant Interviewer 
Bilingual/Sp/Eng | Mike Fryer, Housing Inspector | Susan Moore, FSS Coordinator | Shanda Hammond, Public Housing Manager | 
Cristina Mateo, Public Housing Assistant Housing Manager | Lance Hammond, Maintenance Superintendent | Bryan Scotland, 
Development Associate | Phyllis Greer, Public Relations Coordinator 
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Greetings and Happy New Year from Orange Housing Commissioner Board Chairman 
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OHA’S YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT    

On September 16, 2013, OHA hosted 
its 3rd Annual Youth Scholarship Golf 
Tournament located at the beautiful 
Green Brook Country Club in North 
Caldwell, New Jersey. 

The event included 18 holes of golf 
and several contests including: The 
Longest Drive, Closest to the Pin, a 
Tricky Tray, a 50/50 Raffle, music 
and entertainment, cocktail hour, 
and an awards reception. 

The Housing Authority was able to 
award $12,000 in youth scholarship 
money to assist with tuition, fees and 
books. 
 
This resoundingly successful 
tournament certainly warrants a 
follow-up. OHA will host its 4th 
Annual Youth Scholarship Golf 
Tournament, Monday, September 15, 
2014 at the Green Brook Country 
Club in North Caldwell, NJ. For more 
information, to donate, or view 

photos from the event, please visit 
our website at www.haconj.org and 
‘like’ us on Facebook at 
 
 

OHA is Awarded 
$7.4 Million 
Dollars in Tax 
Credits 
On Thursday, August 1, 2013, the 
Orange Housing Authority was 
awarded tax credits from the New 
Jersey Housing Mortgage Financing 
Agency (NJHMFA). The tax credits 
will be used for the Dr. Walter G. 
Alexander Village Phase III, a $12 
million dollar new development.  
 
The development will have 16 three 
(3) story townhouse units 

constructed on the corners of Parrow 
Street and Oakwood Avenue and a 
four (4) story, 26 unit residential 
building on Wilson Place. This 
building will feature a 4,500 square 
foot community space and a host of 
energy saving features. 
 

Orange Housing 
Authority Wins 
2013 National 
Award of Merit 
for the Dr. 
Walter G. 
Alexander 
Redevelopment 

The National Association of Housing 
and Redevelopment Officials 
(NAHRO) awarded their 2013 
National Award of Merit to the 
Housing Authority of the City of 
Orange (OHA) for its 

OHA’s 3rd Annual Youth 
Scholarship Golf Tournament 

www.facebook.com/orangehousingauthority  
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transformativefo work with the Dr. 
Walter G. Alexander Redevelopment. 
In 2009, $1 million dollars of the 
American Recovery Act was awarded 
to the OHA to utilize for the 
demolition of the Dr. Walter G. 
Alexander Court; a seven (7) story 
public housing complex in dire need 
of replacement.  In September 2010, 
the housing authority was awarded 
two tax credit issuances worth $29 
million dollars to redevelop the site. 
 

In Phases I and II, a total of 114 new 
units were developed which included 
66 family units and 48 senior units. 
The development of the site had a 
dramatic decrease in the amount of 
crime reported in the area. The 
design of the building was specifically 
created to provide a defensible living 
environment. Unsecured common 
areas were taken out of the living 
equation for most residents.  The 
new Walter G. Alexander Village 
would also increase property values 
as well as  

 
The work included the relocation of 
all resident alternative living sites.  
The housing authority worked with 
each resident to ensure that all had 
an individualized housing plan. The 
redevelop plan included two other 
sites that would provide medical and 
nursing assistance as well as a 
recreation program to residents.  The 
residents were successfully placed 
and most are still housed in 
alternative sites. 
 

 
 
 
 

Demolition Work 
Begins on Phase III 
of the Dr. Walter G. 
Alexander Village 
Redevelopment 
In March, the Housing Authority 
demolished the community center 
and several other properties in 
participation of the expected 
redevelopment. This highly 
anticipated redevelopment will be 
located on the corners of Parrow 
Street and Oakwood Avenue and on 
Wilson Place. 
 
Encompassing seven (7) lots, Phase 
III will be a continuation of the 
current Dr. Walter G. Alexander 
Village. A total of 42 units will be 
constructed, consisting of a 16-unit 
three (3) story building on Parrow 
Street and a four (4) story residential 
building of 26  units on Wilson Place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
which will include 4,500 square feet 
of community space.  
  
The new structures were designed to 
complement the  buildings of Walter 
G. Alexander, Phases I and II which 
were built in the earlier stages. These 
buildings were designed to have 
individual entrances and no shared 
space, while the four story building 
will blend perfectly with the existing 
structures and neighborhood.  
 
The project is expected to be 
completed in the fall 2014. 
 
 

OHA Celebrates 
Black History 
Month 
The Housing Authority hosted a 
series of Black History programs  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

produced by the Orange Housing 
Authority. OHA residents attended a 
Black History Program and 
Reception. The program was hosted 
by Commissioner Ernest Williams 
and included Mayor Dwayne Warren 
of the City of Orange and 
Councilwoman, Mildred Crump of 
Newark, who gave a presentation 
overview of Black History, Then and 
Now.  
 
Closing the program was a 
presentation by Author Caryl Lucas, 
who talked about her grandmother, 
who lived to be 107 years old. Caryl 
also provided books to OHA which 
were given to residents as gifts. The 
program also included a discussion 
on African American Heritage, 
featured performances by Leslie 
Ford Ensemble and a film by Spike 
Lee, Mo Better Blues. 
 

equation for most residents.  The 
new Walter G. Alexander Village will 
increase property values and 
provide much needed revenue to the 
City of Orange. The main features 
include medical and nursing 
assistance as well as recreation 
programs to residents.  

Our agency relocated all qualified 
residents to alternative living sites 
and we developed an individual 
housing plan for each resident. The 
residents were successfully placed 
and most are still housed in 
alternative sites. 

 

Scattered Sites 
During the course of 2013, OHA 
bought abandoned and vacant 
properties throughout the city to 
redevelop.  Many of these properties 
were major problems for the city. 
They were the subject of crime, fire 
and several other illegal acts. 
 
In the following year, the Housing 
Authority will continue to redevelop 
properties in this condition. 
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transformative work with the Dr. 
Walter G. Alexander Redevelopment.  

In 2009, $1 million dollars of the 
American Recovery Act was awarded 
to the OHA to demolish Dr. Walter G. 
Alexander Court; a seven (7) story 
public housing complex in dire need 
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OHA Awarded 
$1.35 Million, 
Funds Toward 
Oakwood Avenue 
Redevelopment 
In September, the Orange Housing 
Authority received $1.35M through 
the Neighborhood Enhancement 
Program Fund.  This award will close 
the funding gap for our Oakwood 
Avenue Redevelopment. The 
development will consist of a new 
constructed, seven (7) unit building 
located at 203-219 Oakwood Avenue.    
 
The Oakwood Avenue 
Redevelopment will feature  a 10,000 
square feet, three-story modern 
design apartment building. The 
bedroom sizes of each unit will vary 
from one to three bedrooms. This 
energy efficient building will also 
include a  solar panel roof.  
Anticipated construction will begin 
in the winter of 2014. 
 
In February 2010, a devastating four-
alarm fire burned through seven (7) 
attached row houses. The blaze 
started in a free-standing residence 
quickly spreading throughout a 
series of attached, one-and-two 
family homes. The fire caused 
countless damage and displaced 38 
Orange residents.  It remained vacant 
until the Orange Housing 
Development Corporation (OHDC) 
acquired the properties and 
demolished them in March 2013.   
 

 
Orange 
Rejoices 
National Night 
Out 
On August 6th residents of the City of 
Orange enjoyed a fun summer 
evening at National Night Out, 
located at the Dr. Walter G. 
Alexander Village.  The evening was 
filled with hot food and cold 
beverages, children dancing to music 
and people of all ages coming 
together to relish the night. The 
Orange High School Tornado Football 
Team, the Orange Police Department, 
Fire Department and a host of others 
paraded down the corners of 
Oakwood Avenue and Wilson Place.  
 
Among all the excitement the 
evening offered, families had the 
opportunity to meet and greet local 
law enforcement officers and 
emergency responders. City officials 
were also present to show their 
support. 
 
Executive Director, Dr. Walter D. 
McNeil Jr. said “We are in awe with 
the amount of families that 
participated and made Orange 
National Night Out a success. The 
support that we received tonight was 
outstanding. I look forward to seeing 
more of this in the future.” 

6th Annual 
Children’s 
Christmas 
Celebration 
Christmas came one week early for 
our youth at the Orange Housing 
Authority. It was joyous night to 
celebrate what we all believe is the 
most wonderful time of the year. 
 
Children were energetically playing, 
creating a wonderful gingerbread 
house with delectable candies, 
frosting and graham crackers. They 
had the opportunity to have their 
face painted by Carmen Guzman, a 
resident at our new Walter G. 
Alexander site and sing famous 
Christmas carols  like The 12 Days of 
Christmas, Jingle Bells, and This 
Christmas. 
 
Even with the number of activities 
the children were engaged in, the 
highlight of the evening came when 
Santa Claus came to town played by 
our Housing Inspector, Mike Fryer. 
The children could not believe their 
eyes. Santa Claus surprised the 
children by taking pictures with each 
family right before each child was 
able to choose a toy of their desire.  
 
A multitude of toys donated by both 
the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation 
and community members. Toys 
ranged from  infant to 10 years and 
older and  inlcuded Hess Trucks, 
Barbie Dolls, Razor Kick Scooters, 
Legos and more. Due to generous 
donations from Odyssey IP, Shoprite 
and McDonald’s of East Orange and 
Orange, the Housing Authority was 
able to raffle off meal vouchers and 
$25.00 gift cards.  
 
This magnificent event could not 
have been possible without Marianna 
DeVincentis and Cristina Mateo. They 
were assisted by Susan Moore, Peggy 
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Ann Wade, Marycelis Diaz, Phyllis 
Greer, Angela Mateo, OHA’s  
scholarship recipients Edwin Payano, 
Ayeshia Bullock, Derrick Harris, 
Orange’s high school students Javier 
Nunez and Maryuri DePena who  
volunteered their time to help serve 
and create a wonderful holiday 
atmosphere.   A special thank you to 
commissioner Ernest Williams and 
Walter D. McNeil, Jr., Executive 
Director, for attending and spending 
time with the residents.  A great time 
was had by all.   

North Parrow 
Street 
Development 
The OHA and the Orange Housing 
Development Corporation are 
excited to begin preparations for 
their fourth development within two 
years. The upcoming North Parrow 
Street Development is expected to be 
a new, modern look for Orange with 
amenities including a 1,000 sq. ft. 
play area and green space and an 
elegant promenade and a host of 
other features.   
 
This awaited development will be 
located on Parrow Street between 
South Center and Hickory Streets. 
We anticipate funding from the NJ 
Redevelopment Authority and other 
government sources to pay for soft 
cost. 

The Spotlight is 
on…  
Marianna 
DeVincentis 

She is loyal. She is caring. She is fun. 
She is… Marianna DeVincentis.  
 
“There are many things I can say about 
Marianna. Throughout my 9 years at the 
Authority as Executive Director, she has 
been an incredible person to work with 
and a remarkable asset to OHA. Her 
presence, persistance, and passion for the 
growth of our residents will forever be 
with us.” – Dr. Walter D. McNeil Jr.    
 
Upon graduating from Upsala College 
with a Bachelor of Arts in English, 
Marianna DeVincentis began her 
career as a Housing Assistance 
Technician at the Authority in 1978. 
Administering over 35 years of 
phenomenal service to the Orange 
Housing Authority, Marianna has 
decided to embark on a new chapter 
of her life.  
 
During the time of her career at the 
Housing Authority as the Program 
Director of Housing Assistance, she 
enjoyed working with people and 
helping them not only with their 
housing needs but working with 
OHA’s grants and self sufficiency 
programs. Marianna often 
encouraged her staff to treat all of 
the clients as they would like to be 
treated themselves. 
 

“Working with Marianna has been an 
absolute pleasure. Over the last 23 
years, I have learned so much from her. 
She is an outstanding supervisor and an 
all around amazing person.” – Peggy 
Ann Wade, Section 8 Housing Manager 

 
After retirement, Marianna plans to 
spend more time with her husband 
Guy, traveling and relaxing. 
Marianna’s chic style and amazing 
personality will  be missed by plenty. 
She hopes the next Program Director 
who fills her position will also 
remember to be humble and 
dedicated to the clients OHA serve.   

An Executive 
Note…  
The Housing Authority of the City of 
Orange has made many positive 
improvements. With the demolition 
of the outdated public housing at 
Walter G. Alexander Homes and 
replacing it with the new Walter G. 
Alexander Village (Phase I and II), 
OHA, in partnership with the Alpert 
Group and the Orange Housing 
Development Corporation, gave hope 
to a once crime ridden and distressed 
area. 
 
The past 12 months has been yet 
another superb year for the Housing 
Authority.  Our energy and tenacity 
from this year will be brought into 
the new year with more focus on the 
completion of the three (3) 
developments that are underway; 
Phase III of Walter G. Alexander 
Village, Oakwood Avenue and North 
Parrow Street.   
 
We are determined to enhance the 
quality of life for the residents of the 
Township of the City of Orange by 
providing safe, decent, sanitary and 
affordable housing. In addition, 
housing that is appealing to the 
landscape of the community and will 
improve the property value for the 
neighboring residents.  
 
“The Orange Housing Authoirty is 
committed to having Housing 
Opportunities Made Easy!” 
 
 
  
 
 

 

-Dr. Walter D. McNeil, Jr. 

 

“You can’t live a positive life with a 
negative attitude.” –Marianna 
DeVincentis 
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