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OHA Receives Superior Score For
Responsible Management
The Orange Housing Authority (OHA) was
recently designated as a high performer
by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development.
OHA received an overall score of “92” for its comprehensive
management performance under a “Public Housing Assessment
Score,” which evaluates the agency’s physical, fiscal, and
overall management. Beginning in 1998, all public housing
authorities across the nation are required to submit information
for this assessment.
From 2004-2007, OHA scored as low as 49 for its overall
management operations, putting the agency in jeopardy of
losing federal and state resources. In the latest assessment,
OHA scored an impressive 92.
Under Dr. Walter McNeil’s leadership as executive director, OHA
has been able to develop safe and decent affordable housing
for its residents, while assuring the responsible use of resources.
“OHA has proven over time to be a trusting steward of state
and federal money for the community,” McNeil said. “We are
extremely proud of our progress, to date.”

Orange Housing Authority
340 Thomas Boulevard
Orange, New Jersey 07050
Phone 973.675.1250
Fax 973.675.6843
Web www. haconj.org
Email info@haconj.org
Stay Connected...
/OrangeHousingAuthority

State Hands Governor’s Award to Walter G. Alexander
The Orange Housing Authority (OHA) received the 2014
Governor’s Excellence in Housing and Economic Development
Award for Dr. Walter G. Alexander Village, Phases I and II.
The project was recognized by New Jersey Housing and
Mortgage Finance Agency (NJHMFA) as the leading example
in housing-related redevelopment throughout the state, winning
the category of “Leading Housing Revitalization - Rental.”
(cont. on p2)
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State Hands Highest Award to Walter G. Alexander (cont.)
The Dr. Walter G. Alexander Village replaces the
Walter G. Alexander Public Housing Complex,
built in the 1950’s and was an attraction to
crime, drugs, and vandalism. It was arguably
considered the most dangerous housing
project in the state.
In 2010, OHA was awarded $27 million in tax
credits and financing from the NJHMFA to
revitalize the blighted complex of Orange.
Designed by Kitchen & Associates of
Collingswood, the first two phases focus on
replacing the outdated project with highquality, affordable rental opportunities for
families and seniors.

Left to right: Steve Schoch, Susan Nurge, Stuart Portney,
Joseph Alpert, Anthony Marchetta, Heather Lawler,
Mayor Dwayne Warren, Esq., Dr. Walter McNeil, Avram White,
Clifford Ross, David Rossi

In just six months, OHA relocated 140 qualified households, which allowed the residents to
relocate anywhere in the country. The OHA’s goal was to replace the complex with less dense
construction that could serve as a catalyst for redevelopment with Section 8 vouchers for the
entire neighborhood.
The $31 million two-phase project has created a new neighborhood with new energy. The first
phase called for construction of 66 new affordable family rental units in one, two and three
bedroom floor plans, with the second phase offering 48 affordable homes to seniors.
In August 2013, the Authority was awarded $7.4 million in tax credits and $3.5 million in CDBG
funds to complete Phase III of the redevelopment. It will include 42 units, as well as a 4,500 squarefoot community room. Located between Parrow Street and Wilson Place, this new development
will continue OHA’s aggressive turnaround of the city’s east ward.

OHA Teens Win Big
In its fourth and biggest year yet, the OHA Youth
Scholarship Golf Tournament held at Greenbrook Country
Club in North Caldwell made a splash.
The tournament attracted more than 100 golfers and
sponsors including the Orange Housing Development
Corporation (OHDC), McManimon, Scotland & Baumann
and The Alpert Group.
Left to Right: Johanna Estevez, Tashonna Singleton and
a second time scholarship recipient, Edwin Payano

web www.haconj.org
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OHA Teens Win Big (cont.)
The biggest winners of the day were
our 2014 scholarship recipients. The
Housing Authority is recognizing the
accomplishments
of
recent
high
school graduates Johanna Estevez and
Tashonna Singleton and a second time
scholarship recipient, Edwin Payano.
Each featured recipient has a unique
story and truly demonstrates the hard
work and determination needed to
succeed.
“It is proof that hard work and dedication
can pay off,” said Payano, a junior at
Montclair State University.

Johanna Estevez, 2014 Scholarship Recipient of the
Fourth Annual Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament with
(left to right) Commissioner Ernest Williams, Walter
McNeil, Chairman Coram Rimes

OHA Welcomes New Commissioners
Hashim Garrett and Betty McLeod were sworn in as the newest
members of the HACO Board of Commissioners, a sevenmember body responsible for oversight and policy-making.
Garrett is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of a
consulting company, Wisdom & Understanding, L.L.C. As
a motivational speaker and consultant, Garrett educates
adolescents and adults about the causes of conflict and
emphasizes the importance of forgiveness. Since 1995,
Garrett has addressed more than one million people
worldwide.
McLeod has been a proactive resident of Washington Manor
since October 2009. As the resident Commissioner, she
strives to fill the communication gap between management
and tenants. McLeod also serves as Vice President of the
Tenant Association at Washington Manor and is a committee
member for the City of Orange’s Public Works.
“We are pleased to have both Commissioners Garrett and
McLeod on board, and look forward to a beneficial and
productive future in continuing the progressive direction
of the Housing Authority’s mission,” said Walter McNeil,
executive director.
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HACO Continues Redevelopment
Residents throughout Orange continue to observe
the progress of redevelopment in the city. The
Housing Authority began to redevelop on Oakwood
Avenue after a devastating fire burned through
seven attached row houses permanently displacing
38 residents. The ground breaking ceremony in May
2014 celebrated construction for a new development
which is expected to be completed in early 2015.
The new seven unit development will create a sense
of community in Orange and will affect positive
change throughout the neighborhood.
Here is a snapshot of what’s going on!

Rhoda Miller, George Serio, Joseph Juliano, OHDC Vice Chairman David
Rossi, Stuart Portney, OHDC Chairman Avram White, City of Orange-Director
of Public Works Marty Mayes, Commissioner Ernest Williams, Cephus Ward,
Mayor Dwayne Warren, Congressman Donald Payne Jr., Karen Nichols, Tony
Mauro, Dr. Walter McNeil, OHA Chairman Coram Rimes, OHDC Member
Carol Flippen, Assistant Commissioner at DCA Ana Montero, Roy Filipe, Lillie
Davis, Bryan Scotland, Glenn Scotland

OHA Hands Out Toys
Each year during the holiday season,
HACO passes out hundreds of toys to
children.
The program collects toys as holiday
gifts for children who are a part of the
OHA.
Toys are also donated by HACO’s
vendors and local charities. You can
still donate toys. Please contact us at
(973) 675-1250 for more information.
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OHA Gives Thanks
Every year, OHA spends weeks preparing a special
Thanksgiving celebration for our residents.
This year, OHA staff and commissioners served more than
100 seniors who attended the annual celebration right
before the holiday.
“It’s a tradition but every year it’s more special. We give
thanks for the seniors that join us today and remember those
who have passed,” said Dr. Walter D. McNeil, executive
director. “At OHA, our residents are our family. We take
great pride in serving them and the community at-large.”
Among the list of attendees were Assemblywoman Sheila
Oliver, Assemblyman Tom Giblin, City Council members
Tency Eason and Kerry Coley, OHA Chair Coram Rimes,
Jr. and Commissioners Ernest Williams, Betty McLeod and
Tracey Latta.

Public housing resident Bernard Brison
and OHA Public and Community
Relations Coordinator Phyllis Greer

The annual tradition is built around
family values and volunteerism.
The OHA hopes to spread love and
harmony for its residents.
“You are the reason we serve,”
Board Chair Coram J. Rimes, Jr. told
the seniors. “Today I give thanks to
you for giving me the opportunity to
do the Lord’s work.”
Assemblyman Giblin, a great friend
and advocate for the OHA, surprised
seniors celebrating birthdays this
month with $50 gift cards.

Dr. Walter McNeil, City of Orange Councilwoman Tency Eason,
Assemblywoman Sheila Oliver, OHA Chairman Coram Rimes, OHA
Commissioner Ernst Williams, pictured with OHA residents

Tuesday, December 23
Christmas Breakfast with residents and staff at
Washinton Manor
web www.haconj.org
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Message from the OHA Chairman
By Coram J. Rimes, Jr., Chairman
It is hard to believe that I am entering my seventh year as a Housing
Commissioner in Orange. I am pleased and humbled by having an
opportunity to work with a talented team. The team starts with great
leadership and vision from Executive Director Dr. Walter McNeil. He
has tirelessly projected his ideas to transform the City of Orange
into an oasis with safe, secure, and high quality housing for all city
residents.
OHA staff members are essential to execute the vision and the
daily tasks required to make this a premier organization. I would
be remiss if I did not mention the OHA Board Members and the Orange Housing Development
Corporation (OHDC), comprised of volunteers who bring forth their time and talents to make
OHA great!
It is my privilege and honor to serve and Chair the OHA, as we forge into the future to achieve
greater heights.

A Message from the Executive Director
By Walter D. McNeil, Jr., Ph.D.
Another year has passed. As we celebrate the holiday season,
HACO’s Board of Commissioners, the Orange Housing Development
Corporation’s Board of Directors and staff members are hard at work
ensuring that you have the best housing opportunities available.
We continue to focus on rebuilding sophisticated homes for
families and removing unattractive blight from our community. The
development of Walter G. Alexander, Phase III, a continuation of
Phases I & II, marks another key milestone achieved as we prepare
to build an additional 42-family workforce housing units as well as
a 4,500 square foot community center.
On behalf of the Authority, I would like to thank Congressman
Donald M. Payne, Jr., Mayor Dwayne Warren, Ana Montero; Assistant
Commissioner of NJ Department of Community Affairs and all others who joined us earlier this
year to break ground on Oakwood Avenue. Our redevelopment effort there is almost complete.
We are grateful to be this catalyst of change in Orange.
(cont. on p7)
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A Message from the Executive Director (cont.)
The community has allowed us to create new and exciting housing opportunities, as we continue
to clean up an entire neighborhood. This is certainly a team effort. Without the support of the
City of Orange, our work, to date, would be almost impossible. We will continue to invest in the
growth of our community as we continue to march toward the goal of eliminating all substandard
housing in the city limits.
My very best wishes for a wonderful 2015.

Welcome Sean Moore
We are pleased to announce the appointment of Sean Moore as our
new Development Associate. He brings a wealth of strengths, skills and
enthusiasm to HACO’s development team.
Sean recently graduated from Hampton University in Hampton, Virginia
with a degree in Aviation Management.
Sean is eager to use his real-estate appraisal and management
experience to serve the people of Orange.

NJ Housing Authorities Honor Maria Maio

Maria Marquez, Camden Housing Authority ED,
Ernest Williams, OHA Commissioner and Sonia
Burgos, HUD Director of Public Housing

The Orange Housing Authority and executive
directors from Irvington, Pleasantville, Paterson
and Long Branch housing authorities organized
an event to honor Maria T. Maio-Messano, newly
appointed Director for the New Jersey State Office
of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) in Newark.
The welcome reception was held at the Walter G
Alexander complex on December 16.

Representatives of NJ Public Housing Authorities,
Maria Maio, NJ HUD Director, OHA Chairman Coram
Rimes and OHA Commissioner Joseph Juliano

web www.haconj.org

We would like to thank Newark, Camden,
Long Branch, Irvington, Jersey City, Orange,
Pleasantville, Union City, East Orange and Paterson
housing authorities for participating.
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