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MMUNITY FORUM

EMPLOYMENT
WORKSHOPS
—
Councilwoman Linda
Jones-Bell, speaking,
and Mayor Eldridge
Hawkins Jr., center,
with several officials
of the Orange Housing Authority during
employment-based
workshops for businesses and residents.
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Every year I have students
ted approach me to ask for what I call
agi- “Fiction by the Inch.” They have
otes an assignment to read a classic
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Huge books often can be hugely rewarding

novel that is at least 100 pages
long. The problem is that most
classics are much longer than that.
I can see them measure my offerings with their eyes and reject anything that is more than an inch
thick. I love helping students who
like to read. They don’t flinch
from longer books like “A Tree
Grows in Brooklyn,” “Wuthering
Heights,” or “Midnight’s Children.” We share the idea that a bigger book is a wonderful thing.
Huge, doorstopper novels are
the literary equivalents of a gallon
of ice cream. The larger package
offers more potential for pleasure.
Trying a new flavor carries the risk
of lugging home a big disappointment, but I think it’s worth the
risk. Taking that chance introduced me to:
• “The Amazing Adventures of
Kavalier and Clay”;

The
Independent
Librarian
By Linda M. Esler
• “The Brothers Karamazov”;
• “Gone With the Wind”;
• “Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell”;
• “Kristin Lavransdattir”;
• “Moby Dick”;
• “Time in its Flight”;
• “War and Peace”; and
• “The Witching Hour.”
Recently I took a chance on
Justin Cronin’s “The Passage.” At
776 pages, this book is not a quick
read. One could call it a vampire
novel, but it is very different from
“Dracula,” “Twilight” or “Salem’s
Lot.”
“The Passage” reminds me of
another big favorite, “The Stand.”

A disease created in a secret government lab spreads to the general
population.
The epidemic
destroys modern civilization. A
small band of survivors must fight
to remain human.
One difference between the
books is that King’s “Captain
Trips” bug kills its hosts, while
Cronin’s virus turns them into
monsters. Another is that “The
Stand” takes place over the course
of a year while the events of “The
Passage” span nearly a century.
A few years from now, a scientist begins to study a rare tropical
disease. It gives its victims powerful strength, immunity to aging,
and the ability to fly. It also
destroys their minds and makes
them painfully sensitive to light.
The United States government
decides to create super soldiers.
Scientists “improve” the virus and
inject it into volunteers. When the
mutants escape, the rest of the
world doesn’t stand a chance.
Nearly a century later, a few

people survive in a heavily fortified community. Light is their
main weapon against the monsters
they call “virals.” This has worked
for decades, but now the generator
batteries are starting to die.
One day a strange young girl
arrives, unharmed by the virals.
She sets into motion a series of
events that will either save or
destroy the last human beings on
earth.
“The Passage” is an epic
adventure set in a post apocalyptic
America. Justin Cronin tells a
good story and creates characters
that matter. He writes about monsters but also about those things
that make us truly human, parenting, friendship, courage and love.
“The Passage” is the first volume of a projected trilogy. I can
hardly wait to read it and see what
happens next.
Linda M. Esler is the principal
librarian of the Bloomfield Public Library.
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